Latissimus dorsi muscle-musculocutaneous flap in chest-wall reconstruction.
The latissimus dorsi is a versatile muscle that can be employed in a variety of situations requiring chest-wall reconstruction. Its anatomy is predictable and has within it flexibility for transposition to a number of locations based on its standard or reverse arcs of rotation. It can be transposed with a skin island, and its length and bulk can be used effectively to provide durable coverage for anterior or posterior defects. These factors make the latissimus dorsi an excellent choice for the reconstruction of complex chest-wall defects.